COMMUNITY COLLEGES TO HONOR INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS SUPPORTING STUDENT SUCCESS
Two California community colleges honored with Exemplary Program Awards, two others selected as Honorable Mentions.

 

SACRAMENTO, Calif.—January 10, 2012—The Academic Senate for California Community Colleges is pleased to announce that two community colleges, Santa Ana and Cosumnes River, have been selected to receive the 2011-12 Exemplary Program Award for best embodying this year’s theme, Student Success: Programs Engaging First-year Students. Additionally, two other colleges (De Anza and Norco) have been selected to receive Honorable Mentions for this prestigious award. Each of these programs have found novel solutions to effectively serve students in these current challenging fiscal times.

 

Santa Ana College was selected to receive the Exemplary Program Award for its Freshman Experience/Learning Communities II program (FEP).  In FEP, instructional and student services faculty work collaboratively for the betterment of all students. In its 16 years this program has enriched the campus and brought verifiable benefits to more than 8,000 students and 150 faculty members. FEP has positively impacted students in terms of persistence, pass rates, progress through course sequences, AA degree attainment, and transfer. This pioneering, home-grown program for students and faculty alike serves as a channel for facilitating and sustaining student success.

 
“While FEP is not a new program, it is a program that is continually reinventing itself. FEP’s approach to student success and faculty development is always evolving and innovative,” said Dr. Erlinda Martinez, President of Santa Ana College.

 

Cosumnes River College (CRC) was selected to receive the Exemplary Program Award for its Freshman Seminar. This learner-centered seminar is designed to address the high drop-out rates of new and at-risk students. This three-unit course (with transferable credit to the CSU System) engages first-year students and increases student success. This highly interactive course focuses on helping new students, primarily those just coming out of high school, to transition to the college environment.

 
“The Freshman Seminar has been on the forefront of CRC’s efforts to improve the academic success rates of new students, particularly students from at-risk groups,” said Cosumnes River College’s College President, Dr. Deborah Travis. 

 

DeAnza College received an Honorable Mention for its First Year Experience (FYE); A comprehensive program that links academic support and student services. In its fourth year of existence, FYE already boasts a significantly higher number of students who succeed in matriculating from pre-college level to transfer level English courses as well as college level courses.  The FYE program is dedicated to assisting students reach their educational goals. With integrated learning community courses and interpersonal and collegial experiences, the program serves as a foundation for academic success.

 

“Within the span of one year, FYE students move from developmental English one or two levels below transfer to completing first-year college level English and critical thinking,” wrote DeAnza Academic Senate President, Karen Chow.

 

Norco College earned an Honorable Mention with the program Step Ahead; a program designed to provide students with the skills they need to succeed in college. Frequently, first time college students lacks study skills, are uncertain of their goals or even how to set goals, and are unfamiliar with what the requirements of college might be. The Step Ahead program is a six-week summer program that integrates many support services so that students are able to move through their education plans more quickly.

 

“Those of us at community colleges know that many students have trouble making the transition to college and we have quite a bit of evidence about what the causes are . . .The Step Ahead program is designed to address these factors and provide students with the skills that they need to get a good start,” said Debbie Di’Thomas, Interim President of Norco College and Sharon Crasnow, Academic Senate President at Norco College.

 

The Award recipients were honored today, January 10, 2012, during the Board of Governors’ meeting. The two award winners receive a plaque and cash award of $2,500 each from the Foundation for California Community Colleges and the honorable mention award winners received a plaque.  
For more information on these programs, please visit the Exemplary Award page on Academic Senate website at http://asccc.org/awards/exemplary.

 

The Academic Senate for California Community Colleges is a nonprofit professional organization for the faculty of California community colleges. It serves 58,000 (faculty members throughout the state who impact millions of students annually. For more information, visit its website at www.asccc.org.
 

