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· The Freshman Seminar was introduced to new students in 2006 as a one unit experimental course.  It is now offered as a 3 unit transferable course that meets Area E of the C.S.U. General Education requirements.  It was developed as part of CRC’s Education Initiative Efforts to address the high dropout rates of freshmen, particularly first generation, Latino, and African American students.   

· 27 sections of the Freshman Seminar have been offered thus far (Fall 2006 – Spring 2012).       The course has been taught by 15 instructors from different disciplines including Biology, ESL, English, Student Services, Health Education, Business, and Radio & TV Communication.  Discipline-specific sections have been offered in Liberal Arts, Business, and Communications & Media.

· Unique features of the Freshman Seminar include an emphasis on collaborative learning, a curriculum developed specifically for community college students, and the presence of student peer advisors in the classroom.  Students are able to develop group, interpersonal, problem solving, and decision making skills that can help them to be successful in other courses, as well as in the employment sector.  

· A 40 page New Student Guidebook was developed in-house as the text for the class.  The 1st and 2nd Editions were available in print.  The 3rd Edition will be made available online through the CRC website during Spring 2012 which will help minimize expenses.     

· CRC’s Freshman Seminar received the John Rice Diversity Award in 2008, and has been mentioned in the “Practices With Promise” report.  Articles about the Freshman Seminar have appeared in NASPA and CSSO iJournal publications.  It was also highlighted in a 2010 panel presentation on” Effective Institutional Practices Promoting Student Success” sponsored by the CLASS Institute (California Leadership Alliance for Student Success).   Administrators from throughout California and as far away as the East Coast have inquired about CRC’s Freshman Seminar.  

· Questions about Cosumnes River College’s Freshman Seminar may be directed to Celia Esposito-Noy, Vice President Student Services and Enrollment Management, (916) 691-7487, esposic@crc.losrios.edu, or to Sharon Padilla-Alvarado, Tutoring Coordinator, (916) 696-7131, padills@crc.losrios.edu . 
