ASCCC RESOLUTION PROCEDURES SCRIPT - Fall 2011

1.
I would like to welcome back the parliamentarian, Dave Mezzera. It is his role is to advise the chair on the proper application of the current edition of Roberts' Rules of Order and the Senate’s adopted Procedures.

2.
The chair has the official copy of the resolutions.

3.
The chair holds the official watch; ___________________ has agreed to serve as timekeeper today; he will announce the current time so we can synchronize our watches.

Participation

1. In order to participate in debate, you must be a registered plenary session conference attendee. You DO NOT need to be a voting delegate.

2.
In order to vote (in elections or) on resolutions, you must be separately signed in as the registered voting delegate from your local senate.

3.
Out of courtesy, I ask that you set your cell phones to vibrate and turn off the sound for your laptops. If you need to make or receive a phone call, please step outside to conduct your conversation. At this point, I will give you 30 seconds to adjust your cell phone and laptop settings before continuing.

Microphones
1. There are three microphones.

2. The mikes labeled Pro and Con are provided for purposes of debate. If you wish to speak in support of a resolution, use the Pro mike. If you wish to speak in opposition to a resolution, use the Con mike.

3. Any registered session attendee desirous of debate may approach these two mikes. You do not have to be a registered voting delegate to do so.

4. You must be recognized by the chair in order to begin speaking.

When you approach the mike, state your name and your college. If you do not do so, the audience will interrupt you and ask loudly, “Who are you?”

5. A third mike (located in the center aisle) is provided for the purpose of getting the chair's attention to make a motion, entertain a point of order, request information, or ask a parliamentary inquiry. The parliamentary microphone may be used by registered session attendees in order to seek clarification or guidance, but only delegates may make motions. Speakers appearing at the Parliamentary mike will be recognized prior to speakers at the other two mikes.

6. The chair will entertain the Pro speaker first, and then the Con speaker. After a speaker is finished, if there are no further speakers for the other side of the motion, the chair will declare the debate closed. 
7. Each speaker is limited to five minutes. 


8. Debate on each resolution, including its amendments, is limited to a total of 15 minutes.

9. After the timer has indicated that the time for debate on a resolution has expired, if you are desirous of continuing debate, a registered voting delegate may move to extend debate for a specified amount of time. The motion requires a second. It is not debatable. We will then vote on the motion to extend debate.

10. No resolutions or amendments to the resolutions may be introduced from the floor.

11. All resolutions are subject to the ASCCC having resources to perform their mandate.

The votes will generally be successive.
1.
I will first call for a Voice vote – only registered voting delegates;

2.
If the Parliamentarian and I cannot determine the vote with certainty, I will call for a standing vote.

3.
If the Parliamentarian and I cannot determine the results of a standing vote count with certainty, I will call for a serpentine vote.

These additional actions may be undertaken when the chair is unclear of the outcome, or if there is a call for “A division of the house.”

To challenge the chair
1. Any voting delegate can challenge the ruling of the chair by approaching the Parliamentary mike and stating, “I appeal the decision of the chair.” A second is required. The chair is afforded a brief statement to explain the basis for having made the original ruling. The motion is debatable. Because we are interested in accurately representing the wishes of the body, challenges are not received as insults: they are welcomed. The question to the body will be,

"The chair has ruled ...... 

 Do you wish to sustain the decision of the chair?" 

2. I have the right to summarize at the end of debate.

3. If the aye votes prevail, the chair’s ruling stands. If a no vote prevails, the chair’s ruling fails. In the case of a tie, the chair’s ruling stands since the chair would cast the deciding vote.

Motions to Refer to Executive Committee

Motion should specify whether Exec is to:

· Research and report back, or

· Research and take action.

Motion should specify a timeline.

Motion is debatable.

Reading Resolutions

As usual I will read only the resolved portion of the resolutions.

We will proceed in the order 1.01, 2.01, 3.01 and so on.

For expediency’s sake, I will substitute “we” for “Academic Senate for California Community Colleges” in the resolves.

NOTES FOR THE PRESIDENT/CHAIR

Breaks
Recommend breaks after each hour-and-a-half (90 minutes). Simply state, “If there is no objection, we will recess for ___minutes. Debate will continue at ____.”

Other helpful info regarding voting

Move to Refer to Exec



Debatable
second req 
Majority

Move to Postpone (during this plenary session)
Debatable
second req
Majority

Appeal Decision of Chair



Debatable
second req
Majority

Move to Reconsider (by proponent)


Debatable
second req
Majority

Move to Divide the resolution


Not Debatable second req
Majority

Move to Extend Debate 


Not Debatable

second req
Majority


Only once per resolution for a maximum of five minutes.

Move to Re-order



Not Debatable

second req
2/3

Move to Close Debate



Not Debatable

second req
2/3

Move to Amend



submit Friday

second req 
2/3

Move to Rescind from previous session
submit Thursday
second req 
2/3

Call for Division of the House

Just do it (no debate, no second)

A point of order requires no vote. It relies on the decision of the chair. The maker can appeal the ruling of the chair. This appeal must be seconded, as noted above.

Amendments
When there is a main motion and amendments follow, the rule is to perfect the main motion first. The chair will entertain amendment # 1, then amendment # 2, etc. 

1. If #1 and/or and subsequent amendment passes, then read the main motion “as amended” and entertain it as a main motion. 

2. If they fail, read the main motion in its original form. A final vote must then be taken on the motion--either as perfected or as originally stated. 

Other Helpful Tips: 

Review resolution packets the night before to identify any likely problems – pay attention to order of amendments.  Meet with Parliamentarian at 7:15 the morning of the meeting.
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