The 4 A’s

	Activation
	Triggering prior knowledge about the topic of what is about to be read influences the perception of its relevance. Using prior knowledge is essential to construct meaning.

	Association
	A mental connection or link between an idea being expressed in print and an idea that is part of the reader’s prior knowledge. When this connection occurs, the reader is more likely to remember the new idea.

	Assimilation
	This is the process whereby the reader recognizes and remembers some facts and not others. There is a base upon which new information can be added and comparisons made.

	Accommodation
	The process whereby schemata are used to interpret and reconstruct information from the text and the reader’s mind to form new concepts. This process involves creating new slots in the reader’s storage system and sometimes dissolving old ones.


